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1 MARCH 2022. On Tuesday the first day of March 2022, the Presbytery met at Innerleithen Church and by Zoom at 7 pm for 

Ordinary Business. The meeting began with a reading, Matthew 6: 5-14, given by Rev. Aftab Gohar. The Moderator, Rev. Victoria 

Linford, continued her series of reflections on beautiful works of art, referencing this time “Ash Wednesday” by Carl Spitzweg. She 

then constituted the meeting in prayer. 

 

SEDERUNT AND APOLOGIES: There were present 12 Ministers (5 in the Church and 7 by Zoom) and 24 Elders (13 in the 

Church and 11 by Zoom), whose names were recorded by the Clerk in the attendance book. The name of one Corresponding Member 

in attendance by Zoom was also noted, as were four apologies. 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING ON 1 FEBRUARY 2022:  These were submitted and approved as circulated. 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS: The Order of Business was approved as circulated. 

 

BUSINESS COMMITTEE: 

Prof. Murray Campbell, Convener, presented the Report of the Business Committee, which Presbytery received. 

1. Presbytery appointed the following Commissioners to the General Assembly of 2022 to be held from Saturday 21 May to 

Thursday 26 May 2022: Rev. Dr Tony Foley and an elder to be confirmed (West Tweeddale); Rev. Malcolm Jefferson and Mrs 

Pamela Kennedy (Lyne and Manor l/w Peebles: St Andrew’s Leckie); Rev. Victoria Linford and an elder to be confirmed 

(Caddonfoot l/w Stow and Heriot); Very Rev David Arnott and Very Rev Finlay Macdonald, along with two elders. 

2. Presbytery appointed Rev. Dr Tony Foley and accompanying elder to serve on the Commission of Assembly as required. 

3. Presbytery invited applications from people aged 18-25 to be its youth representative at the General Assembly of 2022. 

4. Presbytery approved the appointment of Mr Christopher Blunt to be the Independent Examiner for the accounts of Presbytery. 

5. Presbytery noted the appointment of Rev. Scott Guy as Locum Minister at Ashkirk l/w Ettrick and Yarrow l/w Selkirk from 1 

March 2022. 

6. Presbytery noted that this is an unsettling time for Probationers within the Church of Scotland, who cannot apply for charges at 

the moment because of the effects of the Mission Plan Act 2021 and invited Mrs Pamela Kennedy to speak about the situation 

for herself and other Probationer ministers. Pamela explained that there are currently 34 Probationers and others looking for 

positions; this causes anxiety and uncertainty not only for them, but also for their families. 

7. Presbytery noted that a minister is required to lead worship in Channelkirk and Lauder Church on Sunday 1 May 2022, as the 

service includes a baptism that has been approved by the Kirk Session; any minister available was asked to please contact the 

Interim Moderator, Mr Robert Turnbull. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

The Treasurer, Mr Fraser Simm, presented the financial report for 2021, which followed similar patterns as in recent years. 

Presbytery received the report and approved the Report and Accounts to 31 December 2021.  Presbytery thanked Mr Christopher 

Blunt, the new Independent Examiner, for examining the 2021accounts.  Presbytery approved the proposed congregational 

assessments for 2022: congregations up to 150 members - £280; congregations with between 151 and 350 members - £410; 

congregations with over 350 members - £600.  Presbytery approved the charges for Study Leave for 2022: charges with up to 300 

members - £95; charges with between 301 and 600 members - £125; charges with over 601 members - £155. 

 

VACANCY PROCEDURE COMMITTEE: 

Service of Induction: Mr David Brackenridge, Convener, reported that arrangements are in place for the Service of Induction for 

Rev. Graeme Glover to Galashiels Church of Scotland, to take place at Old Parish and St Paul’s on Thursday 3 March 2022 at 7p.m. 

Vacancy in the Selkirk Cluster: Rev. George Shand has agreed to be Interim Moderator from June and, in the absence of an 

Interim Moderator at present, Rev. Rosie Frew kindly moderated a short Session meeting on Monday 21 February 2022 to appoint 

Rev. Scott Guy as Locum. 

 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Governance: Mr David Brackenridge, Convener, presented a report from the Governance Committee regarding the annual 

Inspection of Records.  Presbytery received the report and agreed that the annual inspection of congregational records should take 

place on Thursday 31 March 2022 from 10 am - 12 noon in Innerleithen Church. 

 

MISSION AND SERVICE - PRESBYTERY CONFERENCE UPDATE: 

Fiona Burnett prefaced her report on the October Conference, ‘Growing our Church’ (circulated separately before the Presbytery 

meeting), with some remarks about the situation in Ukraine, and mentioned amongst other events a special online prayer service for 

peace in Ukraine from 4-5 pm on Ash Wednesday 2 March 2022.  She then spoke of the need to encourage and inspire church 

members to get involved in local mission activities, and to whet appetites for this she shared YouTube videos featuring two of the 

speakers at the October Conference: firstly, the Very Rev. Albert Bogle in Sanctuary First, and secondly, Rev. Tommy MacNeil 

in Serving God and communities in Stornoway. Rev. Malcolm Jefferson commended the Conference to Presbyters and thanked 

Fiona for speaking about it so enthusiastically.   
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Presbytery received the report; thanked the speakers who had come forward to assist; urged Kirk Sessions to get involved in the 

planning by discussing the theme of the Conference and identifying potential delegates for the day; urged all congregations to submit 

the names of delegates wishing to attend the Conference by 31 August 2022, thanked members who have already volunteered to 

help before and during the Conference and encouraged others to come forward to assist; agreed to keep the Conference planning 

and aims in its prayers and encourage others to join it in these prayers; and accepted the deliverance as a whole. 

 

MISSION AND SERVICE - WORLD MISSION: 

Mr Tom Burnham presented the report in the absence of Mrs Eve Hartswood, World Mission Group Chair. He asked us not to forget 

about Lebanon, given the understandable and overwhelming focus of media attention on Ukraine, and reminded us of the 

background to the crisis in Lebanon, which had not gone away. Presbytery received the report; noted the severe financial and 

economic pressure that Lebanon is enduring at present; encouraged individuals and congregations to give generously to assist our 

Lebanese church family at this time; noted that an additional seven midwife students have been assisted to finish their course through 

the remaining Presbytery funds held for the midwifery programme in Malawi; and encouraged congregations and individuals to 

continue praying for our church family in Malawi as they continue to pray for us. 

 

PRESBYTERY MISSION PLAN COMMITTEE: 

Mr Graeme Donald, Convener, presented a brief verbal report summarising what was required of congregations and the timelines 

involved.  The deadline for the “Church Questionnaire”, has been extended to the end of March. This should be accompanied by 

the important classification of Church buildings, which would be used by Presbytery in conjunction with the Church of Scotland’s 

Asset Management Building Audit (AMBA) to help determine the future of buildings. Churches are also asked to return comments 

about the Initial Draft Mission Plan by mid-May. 

 

LOTHIAN AND BORDERS PRESBYTERY STEERING GROUP: 

Prof. Murray Campbell reported on the Overture and Basis of Union on the proposed new Presbytery of Lothian and Borders which 

had been prepared for presentation to the General Assembly of 2022.  If this is approved by the General Assembly, a Transition 

Group will be formed with representatives from the four existing Presbyteries (Duns, Jedburgh, Lothian and Melrose and Peebles) 

to take forward detailed planning for the operation of the new Presbytery.  The existing members of the Steering Group from Melrose 

and Peebles Presbytery are willing also to serve on the Transition Group: if any other members of Presbytery would like to join the 

Transition Group, they are asked to contact the Clerk.  Presbytery received the report; approved the Overture and Basis of Union as 

set out and agreed that it be presented to the General Assembly of 2022; and appointed Murray Campbell, Fan Heafield and Victoria 

Linford to be members of the Transition Group in relation to the formation of the new Lothian and Borders Presbytery.   

 

INTIMATION: 

The Assistant Clerk intimated that arrangements had been finalised for the Service of Induction of Rev. Graeme Glover on Thursday 

3 March 2022 in Old Parish and St Paul’s, Scott Crescent, Galashiels TD1 3JU, now part of the united charge of Galashiels Church 

of Scotland. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further business, the Presbytery adjourned to meet at 6.45 pm in the Boys’ Brigade Chapel at Old Parish and St 

Paul’s prior to the Service of Induction intimated above.  Presbytery would meet next for Ordinary Business on Tuesday 3 May 

2022 in Innerleithen Church, with details of the mode of the meeting still to be decided. 

 

 

 

Moderator 

 

    

 

Assistant Clerk 
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GALASHIELS 3 MARCH 2022.  At the Old Parish and St Paul’s building of Galashiels Church of Scotland on Thursday the third 

day of March 2022, the Presbytery met at 6.45pm and was constituted in prayer by the Moderator, Rev. V Linford.   

 

SEDERUNT AND APOLOGIES: There were present 11 Ministers and 11 Elders whose names are recorded in the attendance book. 

Two Ministers from other Presbyteries were also in attendance.  Apologies are also recorded in the book. 

 

SERVICE OF INDUCTION: Presbytery was reminded that, at its meeting on 1 March 2022, Presbytery had resolved to meet on 

Thursday 3 March 2022 for the induction of Rev. Graeme Glover to the vacant charge of Galashiels Church of Scotland. 

 

The Moderator handed the Call to Mr Glover.  The Interim Moderator of the charge, Rev M Jefferson, confirmed that the prescribed 

edicts had been duly circulated.  No one having appeared to object to the life or doctrine of Mr Glover, Presbytery proceeded to the 

Church where the Moderator conducted worship and Rev. Dr Tony Foley preached an appropriate sermon.  A brief narrative of the 

proceedings in the vacancy was then read by the Assistant Clerk.  The Moderator put to Mr Glover the prescribed questions, which 

he satisfactorily answered, and he signed the Formula.  The Moderator by prayer inducted Mr Glover to the pastoral charge of 

Galashiels Church of Scotland and gave him the right hand of fellowship, followed by members of Presbytery and the Kirk Session 

of the charge.  Suitable charges were then addressed to Mr Glover and the congregation.  Presbytery, continuing its meeting, resolved 

to add the name of Mr Glover to the Roll of Presbytery, and the Assistant Clerk was instructed to intimate his induction to the Faith 

Nurture Forum. Presbytery discharged the Interim Moderator and expressed its thanks to all who took part in the service, and the 

sederunt was closed with prayer. 
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Assistant Clerk 

 

 

 


